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Abstract 
 
After having enjoyed a remarkable socio-economic growth by opening the Common Market 
and implementing the first common policies (1958-1972), the European Communities were 
confronted from the early 1970s onwards to a succession of socio-economic crises in a new 
context of global world.  
 
This research project intends to argue that those crises are not simple accidents on the road 
to a hypothetical new Golden Age, but should be regarded as a strong signal of an undergoing 
profound change (“la grande mutation”), that is to say a shift from the paradigm of the past 
industrial revolution— a non-sustainable growth—towards the paradigm of a “post-industrial” 
society looking at a possible sustainable growth. So, the history of European socio-economic 
integration (1960-2010) cannot be written as just a continuing process of the previous decades 
but as a non-linear process towards a new society under pressure of structural changes 
(globalization, end of the Cold War, world market, change in energy supply, challenge of new 
technologies, environmental challenges…).  
 
We intend to analyze to what extend the European Community as such has more or less 
succeeded to manage this profound mutation by completing the Single Market with a European 
Economic and Monetary Union and common policies (Competition Policy; CAP; etc.) and 
implementing socio-economic regulations (Social Policy; Economic Cohesion and investment 
[European Investment Bank], Sustainable Environment Policy).  
 
So, our approach in terms of History will focus on the challenge of implementing the Single 
Market (1980-2010) and the accompanying regulatory policies, and will analyze the tensions 
(crises) between economic target (competitively) and social  well-being (“regulatory gap”). 
 
As far as the methodology is concerned, the “longue durée” approach (archives) will be 
combined with oral history method & audiovisual resources through a digital collaborative 
platform. 
 
The project consists of 1) three specialised workshops for sharing knowledge and identifying 
challenges; 2) research seminars to strengthen the Lifelong Learning program of the J. Monnet 
Chair (R. Leboutte is chairholder of the J. Monnet Chair in History of European Integration and 
is engaged by contract to publish two academic works on the socio-economic history of 
European integration (book and syllabus) ; 3) one international conference. The final goal is to 
contribute to the development of knowledge in the field of European Economic and Monetary 
History. 


